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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 5, 12-13-14, 17, 24-26, 29, 36-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Boguraev. 

As to claim 1, Boguraev discloses a database creation method, comprising: extracting 
character information from source information (col. 12, lines 33-63; i.e., ASCII characters are 
extracted); extracting word information from the character information (col. 15, lines 10-19; col. 
39, Unes 42-48; i.e., each word of the ASCII text is extracted and analyzed); and creating a 
database based on the word information (col. 4, lines 55-57; col. 5, lines 46-55; col. 64, lines 16- 
55). 

As to claim 2, Boguraev teaches retrieving, as the source information, at least one of a 
page which is retrieved on a predetermined communication network and a page which is 
browsed thereon (col. 7, lines 35-67). 

As to claim 5, Boguraev teaches retrieving a data frle which has been stored in a storage 
device or a recording medium as the source information (col. 7, lines 51-56). 

As to claim 12, Boguraev teaches associating reading of the extracted word information 
and the word information with each other to create the database (col. 57, lines 14-60; i.e., words 
or phrase are extract and used in a domain catalog). 
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Claims 13, 14, 17, 24 are simply directed to an apparatus corresponding to the.method of 
claims 1, 2, 5, 12. They recite similar limitations of claims 1, 2, 5, 12; therefore, they are 
rejected for the same reasons applied to claims 1, 2, 5, 12. 

Similarly, claims 25, 26, 29, 36, 37 are simply directed to a software implementation of 
claims 1, 2, 5, 12. Such software implementation is inherently included in Boguraev's system 
(Fig. 2). 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
rnanner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3, 15, 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Boguraev in view of Nishino et al. 

Boguraev does not mention using electronic mail information as source information. 
Nishino et al teaches that it is well-known in the art to use electronic mail information as a 
source information (Fig. 3; col. 3, lines 12-24). Boguraev suggests at column 7, lines 51-53 that 
any textual documents can be used as source information. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to add electronic mail information as source 
information as taught by Nishino et al in Boguraev since it would provide an additional source 
information to Boguraev's system, thereby, improving Boguraev's system. 
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5. Claims 4, 16, 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being impatentable over 
Boguraev in view of Chong et ai. 

Boguraev does not mention using a character recognition. Chong et al teach that it is 
well known in the art to use a character recognition to recognize characters in an image 
document (Fig. 1 A, item 12; col. 7, lines 2-6). Boguraev suggests at colunm 12, lines 32-63 that 
source files may have been created in many formats; however, they must be converted to 
ASCn-based representation of the internal data format. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to add image documents as source files to Boguraev 's system 
and to use the character recognition as taught by Chong et al to recognize characters in the image 
documents in order to convert character to ASCII-based representation of the internal data 
format as suggested by Boguraev. Adding image documents as source information would 
provide an additional source information to Boguraev's system, thereby, improving Boguraev's 
system. 

6. Claims 6-11, 18-23, 30-35 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications fi-om the 
examiner should be directed to Phuoc Tran whose telephone number is (703) 305-4861. The 
examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo H Boudreau can be reached on (703) 305-4760. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



